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the help of the Goddess of Enchantment.
She cast a spell over the giant so that he
ceased fighting and promised to grant any
favour the God should ask of him. The
favour asked by the God was the death
of Mahabal. As Mahabal had pledged his
word, this favour had to be granted; and
the God began to cut the giant in pieces,
without his offering any resistance. Struck
with admiration, Shiva offered to fulfil any
of his dying wishes. Several requests
were made and granted, the chief being
that Shiva and Vishnu should take the
names of the giant and his brother,
and that in memory of their fight their
shrines should be called Mahabaleshwar
and Atibaleshwar."*
The first worshippers of God Maha-
baleshwar were Kolis, a hill tribe, who yet
hold a hereditary position in the temple
of Mahabaleshwar, as well as in that of the
Krishna river. The name of the first Koli,
as is given in old papers, was Babaji Kolir
who was appointed manager of the temple
by Raja Singhan ( A.D. 1210-1247 ). His
descentants enjoyed the right continuously
under the rule of the Shirkes and the
Mores. One of the descendants of Babaji
Koli introduced a Gurav to worship the
* Satara Gazetteer, page 511.